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Cross Cultural Adjustments and Expectations

Asyou | ook at graph below, you wil!/| noti ce
their first six months after arriving. This is the timettti@ey face the most adjustments and needs.
is the time that they will need friendship the most and thus the earlier we can get involved
students the better. During theneymoon stagethey are excited about making new friends. This i
primary time for developing a lasting friendship. Later, during the stage®uwst and withdrawal,
which are often brought on by study pressures and language, you may feel that they are
contacts with you. In truth this is the time they need yostmYou may need to take a more aggre:
involvement in the relationshipDon't give up! Later they will reach a more healthy state
adjustment and acceptanceand your relationship and contact with the students may become
positive again. We shadilbe aware of these stages so that we can maintain realistic expectati
continue to seek how to express our love to them as their needs change.

Cross Cultural Adjustments Graph

A Varying Levels
High of Acceptance Return Home
Emotional
Mood
and Despalr Shock Reverse
(3-6 months) Culrure 5hock
Low
Less Time More

Note: the above information has been modified form "The World at Your Door" by Dr. Tom Phillips & Bob
Norsworthy copyright 1997 International Students, Inc.



Values comparison Chart
This sample chart below should help us to understand betieinternationals may view things differently than
do. It may also help us to understand some of the issues they face that may cause cultural shock and adijt
problems.

Modified from The World at Your Doo©1997 ISI

Western Values Non-Western Values
Nuclear family extended family
individualism group most important
social mobility no career changes or "getting ahead"
technology relationships
progress and change family and stability
time efficiency resistance to change
romantic love arranged marriages
youth age and widom
directness passiveness in problem solving
worth in terms of achievements people more important than production
dichotomization religion and culture may be one
entertainment is bought conversation is entertainment
reasoning in terms of probability reasoning in terms of known
distrust of authority submission to authority
privacy socialization
personal problem solving corporate problem solving

goal orientation and control over future fate has predeternaa the future



Hospitality Guidelines

Initial Contact

ouhwnE

7.

PRAY! Before your first contact

Make the initial contact by telephone or by-nail.

Don't be discouraged if they say no at first.

Be specificabout theime, placeandmeans of transportation

Send a written note (Email) to reinforce the verbal communication

Ask about food restrictions.Muslims and Jews eat no pork. Some Muslims and Jews eat only "kosher"
Some Internationals are vegetarians. Use vegetable shortening rather thdellarand gelatin contain a pc
product. Poultry, fish, cooked vegetables and fruit are usually acceptable. Ice cream is enjoyed by mc
Ask about his/her reaction to pets.

Getting to Know the International

agkrwnE
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Be natural, relaxed, and informal.
Learn to pronounce the internatiostlident's namecorrectly.
Speak slowly and distinctly Avoid or explain slang, idioms, and contractions.
Avoid "Canada is best" attitude.
Encourage them to talk about their country,
Conversation starters
AWhat is thei country like, physically, historically, and vocation spots.
AWnhat foods are staples, seasonings used, differences in food preparation from here. Reactions to (
food.
AFavorite sports in their country. Educational system and differences with here.
APrimary agricultural products and industries.
AAsk about their family and what they do, national and family holidays they celebrate.
Look at photo albums and pictures together.
Pray for the food. Explain that this is part of your family's traditions.
When eding you go first to set the example
At the table, relaxt Don't be in a hurry or be embarrassed by silence. In some cultures, it is impolite to ¢
second serving until it has been offered several times.

10. Wait for spiritual issues to come up naturaly.
11. Accept a hostess gifor thank you note graciousifDo notexpect to receive any, however, since these ar¢

customary in some countries.

12. Try to set up a time for another meetingefore they leave.

Note: As you get to know them, they may ask youhelp them with some of the problems that they have
mentioned. If you can help them fine but it may be better for some issues to refer them to others.

Because we work with the university authorities, the following issue should be direct to the intertanal
student advisor at the university.

Money problems. Never lend money to students.

Any immigration matters.

Health and health insurance.

Serious adjustment problems

Legal matters.

Change of address or marital status

See alsa insBibliography below.

NookwnhE



Evangelism as a process not an event

Introduction

Jesus' last command to his disciples was to 'go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the na
Father and of the Son @of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you.'
28:19)

Only the 'make disciples' is imperative, 'go’, baptizing', ‘teaching’ are all descriptive. Making disciples is the
measure of success in evangelism andiplsship is measured by commitment to and participation in the loce
church.

Evangelism is defined: 'The nature of evangelization is the communication of the Good News. The purpos
evangelization is to give individualsvalid opportunity to accept 3as Christ. The goal of evangelization is the
persuading of men and women to accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour, and serve Him in the fellowsh
Church.' (Lausanne Congress on World Evangelisation, 1974).

It is important to realize that peopje through a process in coming to faith and must be approached differen
depending on where they are. It has been estimated that the average person rBaigeiticant encounters
before becoming a disciple.

Successful evangelism relies on asseggihere a person is and then helping them take the next stepndhe
shows 8 steps toward someone becoming a disciple and 3 steps afterwards and can be quite useful
conceptualizing the evangelism process.

-8 Awarenes®f a supreme being but no effective knowledge of gospel Initial awareness of gospel
-7 Awareness of the fundamentals of the gospel

-6 Grasp of implications of the gospel

-5 Positive attitude towards the gospel

-4 Counting the cost

-3 Decision to act

-2 Repentance and faith in Christ

New Christian (Regeneration)
+1 Postdecision evaluation
+2 Incorporation into the body

+3 A lifetime of growth in Christ discipleship and service

When a person gets 18 they may decide to not repent and believe in wbade they go back t5.

Consider the apostle Peteand his process up the scale during successive significant encounters with Jest

1. Peter was Jewish and had been brought up in the Jewish faith. He knew the history of the Jewish natic
ard the prophets, all of which point (at least covertly) to Jesus. He, along with his fellows was expecting
Messiah.

2. Chronologically, our first encounter with Peter is in Jbi36ff. John the Baptist points out Jesus as the La
of God to two of his @ciples. One of them is Peter's brother, Andrew, who immediately went and found
brother and introduced him to Jesus (v42). At this point, Peter (Simon) had little or no effective knowlec



the gospel although, as a Jew, he believed in God. Hetwsuad this encounter gave him an initial aware
of the gospel in that he was introduced to the idea that Jesus might be the Messiah and the possibility
(v42).3. Later, in Luke 4:3B9 Jesus goes to the Synagogue in Capemaum where papaitaaaed by the
authority of his teaching and his power over demons. The fact that he goes from the synagogue immec
Peter's house indicates that Peter was probably Bresent at that meeting in the Synagogue. At Peter's
raises Peter's niwerin-law from a fever. Perhaps Peter, having had the idea that Jesus was the Messial
in him by Andrew and having seen Jesus at work in the Synagogue brought Jesus home because-inis 1
law was ill. In any case, these demonstrations of Jaatisority and power, kindness and compassion
underlined the growing perception in Peter as to who Jesus was.

3. Later, in Luke 4:3B9 Jesus goes to the Synagogue in Capemaum where people are amazed by the aut
his teaching and his power ovemaiens. The fact that he goes from the synagogue immediately to Peter's
indicates that Peter was probably present at that meeting in the Synagogue. At Peter's house, Jesus r:
motherin-law from a fever. Perhaps Peter, having had the igg¢aldsus was the Messiah planted in him b
Andrew and having seen Jesus at work in the Sﬁna_gogue brought Jesus home because-imslanothas ill.
In any case, these demonstrations of Jesus' authority and power, kindness and compassion underlinec
growing perception in Peter as to who Jesus was.

4. On another occasion, in Luke 531esus borrows Peter's boat to speak from and almost certainly spoke
theme 'Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near' as that was the thrust of his mebsagmat(Matt 4: 17).
This exposition of the gospel (good news and expected action) moved Pete6.up to

5. Immediately after this (Luke 5#0) Jesus revealed somethin? of who he was to Peter through the gift of
of knowledge (v4). This revelatioof Jesus had a profound effect on Peter causing him to see his own sii
and separation from God (v8) and causing him to acknowledge Jesus as Lord. In other words, he unde
implications of the gospel and moved-$oor-4.

6. Matthew ampfies this part of the story (Matt4: 18, Luke 5: 11?. Jesus was walking beside the Sea of G
and came upon Peter and Andrew. He instructed them to follow him which they immediately did movin
to -2 or-1. Peter's acknowledgement of his owrfidimess and Jesus' lordship together with his obedience
constitutes complete repentance.

7. The final revelation of Jesus given to Peter by the Father (Matt 16: 16 and John  6:68,69) leavesl|
The seed planted by Andrew had borne fruit.

Pete was 'born aégai_n' (In 3:5% when he received the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost and was also inco
into the body of Christ (Acts 2:42) and into lifelong discipleship and service. A lot of the groundwork was ¢
earlier in Jesus' call to apc&hlﬂ (Luke 6:1214) and commissioning of Peter (In 21:15f§ story full of
resonances for Peter (the catch offish in vv 6,7 and his threefold confession in front of the ftire in vv15ff.)

It is also interesting toonsider Paul's storyagainst this modelt is tempting to think that Paul's Damascus F
experience took him fror8 to-1 in one go. It wasn't like this.

1. Paul was trained as a Jewish theologian and teacher. As such, he believed in God and had a very wide
the teachings of the @ITestament which contains all the basics of the gospel, although Paul would not |
understood this at the time. As a Pharisee, he also believed in the resurrection. Having been in Jerusa
part of the rapid growth of the church he was almosacgy aware of some of the fundamentals of the7gops

(He rr71ay V\ée" have been present during Stephen's defence (A&8)7\When we first meet him in Acts
Is at-7 or-6.

2. We must meet Paul as the person looking after the clothes of the pewphg Stephen (Acts 7:58) and he
witnessed Stephen's Chrlite death (Acts 7:56, 59; 1 John 3:2). Paul gave approval to Stephen's murde
8:1) but cannot have failed to have been impressed by the manner of Stephen's death. In any caseint |
no doubt about the implications of the gosp®) Gnd he had received forgiveness from Stephen’s lips.

3. However, his attitude to the gospel was far from positive! (Acts 8:3, 9: 1) Thisis often the case with so
whom God is working whethey don't want it!

4. It was at this point that Jesus stepped in and confronted Paul by direct revelation on the Damascus
stopped Paul in his tracks (literally) and forced him to take time to reflect. Ananias found him a very diff
person 3 days later; his attitude was completely differeht (

5. In Acts 9: 16 God reveals to Ananias that he is showinfq Paul both the job God had for him and what he
have to suffer as a result. Paul has to count the cost of following J&pus (



6. Ananias' prayer and words to Saul help him through to new life (0)
7. Following this, Saul went and joined the disciples at Damascus and eventually in Jerusalem (+2).

An obvious point is that the most effective evangelistic in terms of makingl@isawvill be with people who a
already higher up the scale, people in whom God is already working.

It is interesting to note that when Paul, who was apostle t@elndailesSGaI 1:16), started work in a new town he
usually went first to thdewishsynaggue (e.g. Acts 13:5,14, 14: 1, 17:2, etc) or to a place where Jews mlg(h
to pray (Acts 16:13?. I think he was looking for 'God fearers', gentiles who God was drawing to himself (Ac
2;13:16, 26), gentiles who were higher up the scale thangagan neighbours. Even though a particular
evangelistic 'act|V|t%|s aimed at a particular level, we should always be asking God to point out or lead us -
in whom he is working already (John 5:17,19), people who are higher up the scale.

Also, it should be noted that the Lausanne convention talks ab@litapportunity to accept Jesus. Sometime
we think we have given people an opportunity to accept Jesus by, for example, getting them to repeat the
prayer". If, however, they are at ppwell down the scale, this prayer may in fact only serve to move them uj
step and will not constitute a profession of faith because there will be no repentance.

There is also great danger in getting people to "pray the prayer" when they are nadsosaelone who "accepts
Christ" when they are really a long way down the scale won't experience real convéh&giave not really
become a Christian, only moved one step nearer. In this position they are very likelptaallhey are then
very difficult to reach with the gospel because "they have tried it and it doesn't work". | think this is what Je
talking about in the parable of the sower when the seed fell on stony ground. For such people we need to
patience and, under the directiof the Holy Spirit, remove the stones' so that the seed can properly sprout :
come to fruition. If we harvest too early we spoil the crop!

The work of the Holy Spirit

It is vital to remember that it is only God through the Spirit who draws peopienself and only God who can
bring people to new life, we can do neither (Jn 6:44, Jn I: 13). God, in his infinite mercy, allows us to be in'
but we cannot persuade people into the kingdom. It is by God's direct rev@\aaitbri6:17 and the work bthe
Spirit, maybe through us, that anything happens not by our argument (1 Co).2: 1

The Spirit is in the world convicting people of sin, righteousness and coming judgment (0} &&d it is this
convicting work that brings people up short andses them to repenturn from their former life and accept
forgiveness and new life.

It is interesting to see how this works in some of the examples given in the Bible.

1. King David was brought to repentance of his sin against Uriah and with Bathshmlghth direct message
through Nathan the prophet. The Holy Spirit revealed Gaaisvledgeof David's sin through a parable and
application by Nathan. (2 Sam 127}

2. The prophet Isaiah had a vision of Gaglary (Is 6:1-4) which convicted him of Bisin (v5).

3. Peter was convicted through Jesus' display of Gabwledgeabout the fish (Lk 5:4)

4. Zacceaus was also convicted because of Jesus' knowledge-delsinscalled him by name(Lk 19:5,8)

5

. The prostitute who washed Jesus' feet withtears and anointed him with perfume at the house of Simc
Pharisee was brought to repentance by Jasusptance, forgiveness and lové_k 7:36-48)

6. The thief on the cross was convicted through Jesiysst suffering (Lk 23:41,42).

7. Paul was stopkin his tracks by the revelation of Jesus addiehe was persecuting.



It seems that conviction and repentance comes whenever God is revealed as who he is in some way; whe
person really understands in his heart some aspect of the chaf&gtet and the existence of God impinges or
reality of their lives. Interestingly, there is no exam?Ie of someone being affected this way by a demonstra
God's Ipower alone (in healing or a miracleut only if such a demonstration accompaniesgreaching of the
gospel.

A Free Gift

Finally, people have to come to realize that forgiveness and a new life (salvation) is a free gift (Eph 2:8) ai
implies that people must humble themselves to come to God, giving up all attempts to eang &rmythGod.
(Eph 2:9) There will be none in heaven who will be able to say, 'l did it my way'.

Personal Evangelism

Most of us get opportunities to witness to friends and neighbours but the numbetyet-@Gbtistians we kno
diminishes rapidly as wsettle into the churchwe no longer have common interests and we spend more an
time with Christian friends. However, personal contact is extremely important as research shows that ov
people who become Christians do so through personacatonot through events or crusades. Our witne
|nd|V|r<]3I_uaIs is a powerful way for God to create interest in those with no knowledge of the g8spEhi§ mean
two things:

1. We need to make time and opportunity to get to know people outside the.church

2. We need to make best use of the contacts of new Christians. (this should be particularly profitable sinc
hopefully, they will have noticed a change).

In his grace, God uses us to plant seeds in peoples' lives through our personal witness. Weeoeguize th:
they then embark on a process which may take a long time. We (or someone else) may have planted

Andrew in John 1:41 or like Paul in 1 Cor 3:6) but the 'seed' needs to be watered (I Cor 3:6) even thougl|
that makes it grw - we are part of the process.

This process ofvatering' consists of

1. Praying for and actively looking for opportunities to show Jesus' compassion and kindness through an
kindness (service) to the person.

2. Praying for and actively looking fapportunities to show Jesus' care and presence through a word of
testimony.

3. Praying for and actively looking for opportunities to show Jesus' power through praying with the persor
4. Praying for and actively looking for opportunities to share the gospstage.

In addition we should be praying for the Holy Spirit to reveal Jesus to them and to convict them
righteousness and judgment (John 1B08. It is the revelation of Jesus that will bring repentance.

Each of these activities, under the diren of the Holy Spirit, serves to reveal something of the character of J

In other words, God can use these encounters to reveal himself to people. Remember that it is revelation
to repentance.

At the right time God will call the persoa follow him and they will choose to obey or reject the gospel.

Peter's story revisited
Looking at Peter's story again, you can see these same elements:

1. Johnl:3542 John exclaims, "Look! The Lamb of God" and Andrew goes to Peter and says, "We ha
found the Messiah* a word of testimony

2. Luke 4:31-39 Jesus preaches in the synagogue "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near" (Matt 4
demonstrates the kingdom by healing a man with an evil spirit. Jesus preached the "good news of
kingdom" (Mat 4:23)- preaching of the gospePeter was there (they went straight from the synagogt
Peter's house) where Jesus healed Peter's mtlzav - a demonstration of power an act of kindness



3. Luke5:1-3 Jesus preached from Peter's boat. No doubt théstie same message of the good news of
kingdom- preaching of the gospel

4. Luke 5:410 Jesus revealed himself through the miraculous catch of skvelation of Jesus. Peter is
convicted of his sinfulness and repent®nviction by the Holy Spirit

5. Luke 5:1011, Mark 1:1617 Jesus calls Peter to follow him and Peter leaves everything to follow
obedience to the call of God

Steven Hall (c) 1998,1999 Living Waters Christian Fellowship
Do's and Don'ts of Witnessing
The "Do's"

1 Love and respect your international friend(s).

T Pray with them, with their permission, and pray for them.

1 Meet with them individually especially if they come from a culture/religion where identifying with
Christianity may mean persecution. Witnessing to Muslims is best done one-to-one. When you
meet with Muslims in a group, they will dutifully defend their religion in front of others so as not to
expose the doubts they might have.

1 Point to Jesus as often as you can without being offensive

1 Use Jesus' parables and stories. Most eastern cultures are more influenced by stories and
parables than they are by logical arguments.

1 Read at least a few portions of their religious books so that you will become familiar with their
concept of God and with the "flavour" of their religion.

1 Be patient, persistent, and prayerful. Remember coming to faith is a process not an event.

1 Handle the Bible with respect especially with Muslims. The custom in Islamic countries is to not
lower the Qur'an below the waist. Muslims also keep the Qur'an on the highest shelf in the house,
for nothing should be placed above the Qur'an. In addition, they consider it a sign of disrespect to
write in the Qur'an or the Bible.

The "Don'ts"

1 Please do not manipulate the conversation to speak of Christ, but crave the opportunity to do so
naturally. This could be viewed as proselytizing which the university authorities do not except and
can do harm to future outreach to international students.

1 Listen carefully for the tendency to equate Canadian society with the Christian life. Point out gently
that these are not the same. Distinguish between nominal Christianity and a life commitment to
the Lord

1 Don't be critical of their religion, founder, and religious books.

1 Don't take your international friend(s) to church until you know they are ready for it. There is much
that happens at a church service that people of other faiths could find offensive If you do take
them to church, discuss with him or her what to expect beforehand. You can invite them to come
as an observer to get a taste of our culture. It is best to introduce them slowly to the Christian
culture by taking him or her to informal church activities initially. Christmas musicals etc.

1 Don't argue with your international friend. Understand that in most eastern cultures people cannot

lose an argument, because he or she would then lose face. Try to sensitively stimulate your
friend's thinking instead.

Modified from "The compact Guide to World Religions" by Dean Halverson Ed. © 1996 International
Students, Inc.




Summary

Jesus is our example. As you develop friendships with those of other faiths, they may ask, "Why are you
helping me?" An appropriate response is "Because I've experienced God's goodness in my life, and he's
told me to show kindness to others." Jesus met the needs of others-physically, emotionally, and
spiritually ... with no personal strings attached. Our international friends will be watching closely. Our
words and actions should provide natural opportunities to share our faith.
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McCloskey, Mark. Tell it Often -Tell it Well . Hers Life Publishers, 1985.

Petersen, Jim. Evangelism as a Lifestyle . Navpress, 1982.

Petersen, Jim. Evangelism for Our Generation _ Navpress, 1987.

A more practical application of Jimés earlier
lesson study of the gospel of John with suggested questions that can be used with an
unbeliever.

Pippert, Rebecca. Out of the Salt Shaker & into the World __ InterVarsity Press, 1979.
Life-style evangelism illustrated from personal experience. Very readable and Bible
study guide also available.

Stott, John. Our Guilty Silence . William B. Eerdmans Publishing, 1967.
| found this short book to be an effective and challenging book for evangelism. It has
given me my first taste of John Stottdés writt
day.

Watson, David. | Believe in Evangelism . Hodder & Stoughton, 1976.
Easy to read, Biblically based and motivational. | particularly appreciated his chapter on
AMotives for evangel i sm.

Resources for Teaching Internationals

Boyce, Everett. The challenge: Victory! _International Students Inc, 1997.
This is a survival manual for Christians facing persecution.

Champoux, Paul. The Way to Life . ISI, 1997
A modified and expanded version from 5 to 12 lessons of the study Explaining the Good
News to Internationals mentioned below. Also available in Chinese.




Champoux, Paul. Growing Strong to Serve . ISI, 2000.
Eleven discipleship lessons for new believers.

Eaves, John. Putting the Bible to Work in Our Culture . InterFACE Ministries 1994
Case Studies from life back home to help international to study the Bible with a view to
see how the Bible can apply to the students home culture and help prepare them for
returning home. (downloadable from internet).

Espineli-Chinn, Lisa. Think Home . International Students, Inc. 2000
A practical guide for Christian Internationals written by a pervious international student
to help others prepare for their return home.

Mirza, Nate. Home Again . The Navigators, 2005
Nate, previously an international student from Iranian background who came to faith
during his studies shares a wealth of experience in this book that helps to prepare
International Students to serve Christ in their home Countries.

Varughese, Dr. T. V. Explaining the Good News to Internationals . ISI 1983.
A detailed Evangelistic Bible Study teaching manual with 5 lessons. Each lesson is
based on one of Jesusd6 parables or teachings
a convert from India.

Audio Visuals

Chinese Treasures . Digital Bible Society, 2009CD
A collection of Bible resources in both Traditional and Sifigal Chinese scripts. It incluces
AThe Hoped mentioned bel ow and #F&6émeg of t he
Distribution to Chinavww.DigitalBibleSociety.org

Jesus . Inspirational Films, 2001. (Available through Campus for Christ.) DVD
Dramatization of the Gospel of Luke. DVD includes English, Arabic, French, Japanese,
Korean, Portuguese, Mandarin, and Spanish version on single disk. Also includes
closed captions of Narrative. View on line at http://www.jesusfilm.org/film-and-
media/watch-the-film.

Matthew . The Visual Bible, Thomas Nelson Bibles, 1999. 3 DVD set.
A visual dramatization of the book of Matthew taken word for word from the NIV Bible.
The third DVD is an abbreviated dramatization of the book of Acts. Also includes closed
captions of Narrative.

The Hope . Mars Hill Productions 2002. An excellent visual DVD overview of the Bible and
t he st or ypronuske fora mbdpke. Also available in other languages (see
Chinese Treasures above). The Hope is also available to view on line with additional
guestions and answers at www.thehopeproject.com/.


http://www.digitalbiblesociety.org/
http://www.jesusfilm.org/film-and-media/watch-the-film
http://www.jesusfilm.org/film-and-media/watch-the-film




